This year's novelty: Leoš Janáček's Traces in Luhačovice
The name of the Slovak architect Dušan Jurkovič is usually connected with the spa town of Luhačovice who influenced significantly the picture of the town with spa houses with the typical elements of folk Art Nouveau at the beginning of the 20th century.
However, there was another famous person who was closely linked to the spa at the turn of the 19th and the 20th century - the composer Leoš Janáček. He kept coming for treatment for the whole 25 years, he composed a couple of his vital works here and last but not least he met the important women of his life here who became his Muses and affected his production.
This interesting fact will be presented to the visitors through one of the new tourist products prepared by the manager of the reconstructed spa hotel Augustinian House with the Centre of Tourism of Eastern Moravia.
The product of "Luhačovice - Janáček's Source of Inspiration" will show the visitors round the places where the famous composer was staying, where he was drawing inspiration, where he was creating and taking a rest. It complements the only current reminder of the composer's spa stays, i.e. the annual festivals of classical music held in June and called Janáček's Luhačovice.
"We would like to raise more interest in the extraordinary person of Janáček and point out the fact that Luhačovice was the crucial place in his production. He started to compose his best-known works here after his 60th birthday, which is very rare among composers. A lot of facts about Janáček remain unknown to the general public although his works have affected the world music production till today. 

At the same time we will present Luhačovice as inspiring. "This particular work was created here, he was spending his free time here… Seemingly discrete place suddenly become interesting," said the manager of Augustinian House Roman Taťák.
He collected the available information about Janáček's spa stays and thus he created the basis for the information manual published by the Centre of Tourism of Eastern Moravia. It will be available in the municipal information centre and in spa hotels. In addition, the product is one of the two that the Centre of Tourism of Eastern Moravia will use for the autumn promotion campaign called This Year Tourists Come to Us.
The guide draws attention particularly to the spa houses where Janáček was staying. One of them was the Augustinian House where the composer used to stay for the whole 10 years till his death. He composed the Cunning Little Vixen and the Glagolitic Mass here. His tendency to the Augustinians was not by chance; when he was young, he obtained music education and grammar school education thanks to the Augustinian Thurn Foundation. The spa house will start operation after the reconstruction on 1 March 2010.
In another spa house, Vila Vlastimila, the Diary of One Who Disappeared was created. Janáček was also staying in the present Jurkovičův House a couple of times, directly on the colonnade and in the Prague Quarter he first met Kamila Stösslová who was his intimate friend till the end of his life.
Besides, the brochure offers trips to springs where spa guests used to meet Janáček early in the morning, and to the nearby countryside. As the contemporaries remember, Janáček loved to wander through it and listen to its sounds. The highlight of the trip can be a visit to St. Thomas Chapel in the Augustinian House which also undergoes reconstruction and it will be opened to the general public again in a couple of weeks. This is just the place where the Janáček's compositions should sound.
"We are convinced that the project will attract not only national lovers of classical music, but also foreigners. Janáček has an unprecedented number of fans abroad, who often asked about him when visiting the spa. They will definitely like to experience the atmosphere of the places where Janáček was led by his inspiration and where tones of his compositions were born. The others may like to extend horizons of their knowledge. A visit to the "Janáček's" places can raise their interest to learn about this personality," said the director of the Centre of Tourism of Eastern Moravia Dana Daňová.
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